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Preface

The idea for this book was born when my students over the last decade again 
and again alleged that they could not find a book that discusses the fundamen-
tals of international commercial arbitration in a practical and analytical manner. 
So, I have tried to write a book that fulfils the needs of my former students and 
hopefully is useful for future students who want to get acquainted with interna-
tional commercial arbitration. In addition this book may be useful for practicing 
lawyers who want to (further) orientate in the field of international commer-
cial arbitration or need guidance with regard to an issue they encounter. Since 
international commercial arbitration is not a quiet possession, but constantly in 
development, this book does not strive to be complete or to answer any question 
that may arise in the field of international commercial arbitration. The purpose 
of this book is to give an introduction setting forth the fundamentals of interna-
tional commercial arbitration. To show that differences exist between arbitration 
acts and pre-drafted arbitration rules, I have on different occasions compared 
provisions from various national arbitration acts – for instance the arbitration 
acts of Belgium, the Netherlands, England, Germany, Switzerland and Sweden 
– and various pre-drafted arbitration rules – for instance the arbitration rules 
of CEPANI, CIETAC, DIS, ICC, LCIA, NAI, SCC, SIAC, UNCITRAL and VIAC. 
Chapter 4, on the laws applicable in arbitration, has been inspired by chapter 6 
of my previous book IPR, Proces & Arbitrage: Over grondslagen en rechtspraktijk. 
For the legibility of this book, I have chosen not to refer to the works of other 
authors in the text, footnotes or endnotes. At the end of this book, under the 
heading recommended literature, I have included a list of excellent works by 
other authors. It goes without saying that the selection is not exhaustive and 
that if a publication is not mentioned there, one cannot draw any adverse con-
sequences from such omission. I am always open for suggestions. 
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