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Preface

It is with great pleasure and pride that I write the preface of this first ACCA-publication. 

This book contains, besides the general introduction of the theme by some distinguished 

scholars, the contributions of a large number of young researchers from all Belgian 

universities for the third edition of the ACCA-conference, held at Ghent University Law 

School on 23 May 2014 with the theme ‘Policy within and through Law’.

ACCA – the acronym stands for Assistentenconferentie/Conférence des assistants – is 

a recent bottom-up initiative of research assistants at Belgian law faculties. For a long 

time, an interuniversity platform for cooperation and coordination amongst researchers 

was lacking at the Belgian level. As a consequence contacts between our young, talented 

researchers were scarcer than they should have been which in turn limited the familiarity 

with legal research conducted at other Belgian law schools. Researchers were not sufficiently 

acquainted with the publications and interests of their peers affiliated at other institutions.

Enhancing cooperation and cross-fertilization of Belgian legal research was the reason 

why ACCA was created. In its mission statement ACCA stresses that ‘it is self-evident 

that enhancing […] familiarity, contact and cooperation [between researchers] might yield 

benefits for all partners involved. At the same time, the cross-fertilization intended by this 

project might modestly contribute to creating a Belgian legal ‘message’ internationally’.

ACCA’s main objective is to find adequate remedies for some of the issues pointed out 

above. One of those is organizing a yearly conference at one of the Belgian Law Schools 

during which a broad theme is discussed from a wide variety of angles. These symposia 

offer a unique opportunity for young researchers to meet each other in person, to gain 

a privileged insight into the research of one’s peers and to stimulate dialogue and 

discussion. The first ACCA conference was hosted by the KU Leuven Law School in 2012 

and touched upon to the theme of ‘Hyperregulation versus Flexibilisation’. The Brussels 

ULB Law School organized in 2013 the second conference with the topic ‘Comparative Law 

in Contexts’.
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I felt very fortunate as dean of the Ghent Law School when Michaël de Potter de ten Broeck, 

Jan De Bruyne and Isabelle Van Hiel – all of them research assistants at Ghent University – 

informed me in the fall of 2013 of their intention to organize the third ACCA-conference. 

Such praiseworthy initiatives of young and dynamic researchers ought to be cherished 

and encouraged so Ghent Law School gladly decided to fund this event. The organization 

can only be considered a success as more than 70 participants, coming from all Belgian 

universities, participated in this trilingual conference at which no less than 30 speakers 

actively contributed.

With ‘Policy within and through the Law’ the organizers have chosen for an interesting but 

broad topic. This topic is an ‘evergreen’ because law and policy have always been intimately 

linked but at the same time it is also a topic that is at the forefront of legal research as 

evidenced by the many contributions. Striking the right balance between the law-making 

power of politicians and judges is essential for every state which has the rule of law.

The vast scope of this theme is perfectly reflected in the diversity – both in content as in 

style – of the papers published in this book. The editors have deliberately opted not to 

impose rigid rules or guidelines on their authors, therefore not only the research methods 

but also the perspectives on the subject in these reports are various and diverse. As a result 

of this approach, the diverse essays form the richness of this book. They offer an overview 

of the current state of scientific research in a great number of domains governed or related 

by law.

I sincerely wish this book all the success and signs of interest it deserves. I also wish to 

express the hope that ACCA will continue to be successful for a long time, as it symbolizes 

that intensified competition between institutions does not prevent successful collaboration.

Prof. dr. Piet Taelman

Former dean of Ghent Law School

Senior Full Professor Ghent University


