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Ludo Cuyvers was formed as an academic scholar at the State University Centre 
of Antwerp, where he graduated magna cum laude as a Master in Commercial 
Sciences in 1967. Aft er an entr’acte, teaching economics at the Municipal Athene-
um of Anderlecht (Brussels), he obtained a Master degree in Applied Economics 
in 1971, again magna cum laude. In 1977 he defended – once again magna cum 
laude – his PhD thesis on Marxist and Neo-Marxist characteristics and infl uences 
in the theory of economic growth of Joan Robinson. From 1970 onwards, he was 
assistant professor and later full professor at the Faculty of Applied Economics 
at his alma mater, fi rst at the State University Centre of Antwerp (RUCA) and 
aft er a merger in 2003, at the University of Antwerp. His teaching load would 
gradually increase, lecturing, just to name a “few”, on Economic Systems and Doc-
trines; Structure and Organisation of Western Economies; International Economics 
and International Organisations; History of Economic Th ought; Th e Environment of 
the Company; International Economics, International and European Economic Or-
ganisations; Asian Economic and Business Environment; International Trade Policy; 
Techniques of International Trade; Techniques of International Trade and Trans-
port. Apart from also teaching some of these courses at the Faculty of Political 
and Social Sciences; the Antwerp Management School; the Institute of Transport 
and Maritime Management Antwerp (ITMMA) and the Institute of Development 
Policy and Management of the University of Antwerp, he was – and still is at some 
of the following institutions – visiting professor at Bruno Leuschner Hochschule 
für Ökonomie in Berlin (former DDR); University Gdansk, Institute of Maritime 
Transport Economics in Gdansk (Poland); Vietnam National University in Ho Chi 
Minh City (Vietnam) and Mahidol University (Th ailand). Most recently, he be-
came professor extraordinary at the Faculty of Economics and Management Sci-
ences at the North-West University (Potchefstroom Campus) in South Africa.

In the fi rst half of the 1990s, Ludo Cuyvers got involved with East Asia, through a 
combination of haphazardness and serendipity. Th e region would earn his career-
long attention for teaching, research and international collaboration. From 1991 to 
1995 he directed an International Business Project (funded by the Flemish Inter-
university Council and ABOS) at Ateneo de Manila University in Th e Philippines 
and from 1992 to 1998 a similar project at the National Institute of Development 
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Administration (NIDA) in Th ailand. In 1994 he founded the Centre for ASEAN 
Studies (CAS), which he still directs today and from 1999 he was chairman of 
the European Institute for Asian Studies, located in Brussels. In 2005 he joined 
the Council of Fellows of the East Asian Economic Association, located in Hong 
Kong. From 1998 to 2009 he directed a project for the development of a MBA 
program at Can Th ö University in Vietnam and Flemish Interuniversity Council 
projects would follow at the National Institute of Management in Phnom Penh 
(Cambodia) in 2000 and at the National Organisation for the Study of Politics and 
Administration (NOSPA) in Laos in 2004. 

It would be rather pointless to enlist the close to 200 publications that Ludo 
Cuyvers so far entrusted to paper but running over the list one notices a shift  in 
the focus of the research over time. 

At the beginning of his career, papers considered general economic topics with 
a mathematical bend, e.g. his article (co-written with Wim Meeusen) on clique 
detection published in 1975 in the Journal of Computational and Applied Math-
ematics; his 1978 contribution for Economica on “a Mathematical Interpretation 
of Marxian Unproductive Labour” or “Keynes’s Collaboration with Erwin Roth-
barth”, which appeared in the Economic Journal in 1983. 

From the 1990s onwards, contributions focused more on international business 
and export promotion, e.g. the Long Range Planning article, co-written with Gerrit 
Janssens in 1991, on the use of electronic data interchange (EDI) in international 
trade; the 1995 article proposing a Decision Support Model for the Planning and 
Assessment of Export Promotion Activities (co-written with Patrick De Pels-
macker, Glenn Rayp and Irene Roozen) in the International Journal of Research in 
Marketing and the case study on Iemants Steel Construction, jointly written with 
Danny Van Den Bulcke and Filip De Beule, published in 1998 by the Journal of 
Euro-Asian Management. 

More recently, the impact of globalization on labour markets in OECD countries 
became a major research topic, resulting in the edition, jointly with Bart Kerre-
mans, of a volume on social dumping and social competition in the global econ-
omy, published in 1998 by Intersentia, and articles together with Michel Dumont 
and Glenn Rayp in Asian Economic Journal and Review of World Economics (for-
mer Weltwirtschaft liches Archiv) in 2003 and in Open Economies Review in 2005. 
In 2010, Ludo Cuyvers contributed a chapter (co-written with Lurong Chen and 
Philippe De Lombaerde), entitled “ASEAN-EU FTA: Waiting for Godot?”, to a 
book edited by Philippe Gugler and Julien Chaisse for Edward Elgar.
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Th e collaboration of Ludo Cuyvers, Patrick De Pelsmacker and Marc Jegers with 
South African researchers Marié-Luce Kühn, Wilma Viviers and Andrea Saayman 
on Competitive Intelligence, which started in 2001, resulted in articles in Market-
ing Intelligence and Planning (2005); South African Journal of Economic and Man-
agement Science (2008) and ASLIB proceedings (2008).

Th is book contains original contributions of some of the scholars that have (had) 
the pleasure to collaborate with Ludo Cuyvers and is off ered by all contributors in 
honour of him.

Antwerp, July 2011 
Michel Dumont
Glenn Rayp


